


Dear HEF and Supporters,
I am pleased to report that things at Himalayan Inter College are going 
better than ever! There are two major advances that I want to tell you 
about: In addition to outstanding academic performance, our students are 
having wonderful opportunities in physical activities, arts, and culture. 
Secondly, based on our students’ achievements, we are receiving support 
from our local politicians. Below are some of the recent developments 
and student accomplishments that make us so proud:

•	 In	the	2014	state	board	exam,	HIC	finished	in	the	top	three	out	of	
1,500 overall for schools in Uttarakhand.

• We have started a dairy farm program that provides hostel students with 
fresh milk each day and will eventually become part of our Vocational 
Training Program.

• In October, students from our martial arts team won 15 Gold Medals 
at the Indian Choi Kwon Do National Championship in Chandigarh, 
Punjab. Additionally, 11 of our students won gold medals at the state 
level, and three Gold Medals in the India National School Choi Kwon 
Do competition. 

• HEF America and EMS’ generous donations of trekking equipment 
allowed us to launch our outdoor education program with the students. 
Most recently, 17 of our 9th- and 11th-standard students successfully 
completed	a	five-day	trek	to	the	Pindari	Glacier.	

• A local MLA (Member of the Legislative Assembly) was so moved after 
watching our students perform traditional dances at Rammandir regional 
culture festival that he immediately awarded $1,600 to our music  
department for the purchase of musical instruments to support their 
learning. After watching our kids performance in our Annual Day  
Program, he has pledged $5,000 for stage construction and $3,300 for 
the library. The funds were used to purchase musical instruments to 
support their learning.

HEF impacts our students’ lives and gives them opportunities for a better 
future by providing scholarships. Many students cannot afford school fees. 
We are very grateful for HEF and HEF friends for their kind support and 
motivation.    

Sincerely,

Prakash Karki

A letter from Prakash Karki, the Director of the Himalayan Inter College / February 2015 



Education Goals
Himalayan Inter College

1) Establish new and expanded funding sources for  
scholarships, primarily for girls.

2) Make an electronic library available to the students and 
teachers at HIC Chaukori.

3) Create a digital space for collaboration within the school 
and outside.

4) Maintain the dairy at HIC and further its integration into 
the learning experiences for students at HIC.

5) Provide more outdoor educational and leadership  
experiences for HIC students. 

Expand Our Education Program  
in Remote Rural Schools
Rural School Consortium  

1) Collaborate with Maati to provide training and  
support to remote schools in the Munsiyari region.

 Village of Bala

1) Establish an ongoing relationship to assist in the  
development of a Seedling School. Begin a scholarship 
program in Bala with priority on scholarships for girls.

Lifelong Learning and  
Community Support Goals
Naari

1) Train the women of Naari in advanced knitting and busi-
ness/financial	and	computer	literacy.

2) Purchase Notebook computers to facilitate business re-
cord-keeping and product design.

3) Expand marketing of products both in India and the U.S. 
as	a	way	to	create	more	economic	self-sufficiency	for	the	
women of Naari and Maati.

4) Expand Naari to one other remote community.

Homestay Program

1) Assist in development of Kapaal Homestay.

2015 HEF Goals: 



Naari, from a Dream to a Business
Women and men in the Himalayas have a long tradition of knitting and weaving  
beautiful, intricate clothing and blankets for their families. Now, thanks to a  
partnership between HEF and Himalayan Naari, they have a way to sell their  
products in the world market. 

“It used to be that people thought we knit because we had nothing else to 

do. Now people know that we are working to support our families and that 

our knitting is appreciated around the world.”  —Basanti Karki 

After an initial “seed donation” from HEF and support from the Merrill Family  
Foundation for a pilot project on natural yarns, Himalayan Naari is working to  
become a sustainable business and a thriving women’s community. HEF has provided 

a center for the women to meet, wool and knitting supplies, training and 
design support, as well as sales and marketing support. Naari participants 

provide the skill, enthusiasm, and gorgeous woolen goods. 

Women in Chakouri are knitting colorful hats and scarves. The men 
in Bala are weaving blankets. In Munisyari and Darcot, the women 
are working in natural yarns, knitting slippers and weaving beautiful 

angora scarves and shawls.

In November, Himalayan Naari brought a shipment of goods 
to the U.S. just in time for the holiday season. The prod-
ucts were sold on the Web; at BROKE ARTS: The Afford-
able Arts Festival; at three retail outlets: Joseph’s Coat,  
Harrisville Designs, and the Harrisville General Store; 
and at a Chat and Chai home party. By January we 
were out of stock on the most popular items and  
we have reordered twice!

 You can “like” Himalayan Naari on Facebook  
to keep up with developments and see our  
new products as they come in.

HIMALAYAN

NAARI

Himalayan Naari



HEF’s Support for Educating Girls
HEF created a scholarship program at the Himalayan Inter College (HIC) in  
Chakouri, India. We provide 110 scholarships annually, 75 of which are to girls. 
Because of this scholarship program, the number of girls at the school has increased 
from 38 girls in 2009 to 220 girls in 2014. When we began this work, there was  
no local resource for high school for girls. With HEF support, Himalayan Inter  
College developed a high school program. Currently there are 61 girls in grades 
9–12 and 18 female graduates are now in college.

A quote from the Director of  
the Himalayan Inter College

“Of course you can see clearly that you are 

making a difference in kids’ lives here . . . 

but it may be difficult for you to see just how 

much of a difference you are making in the people’s thinking in these  

villages. A few years ago most parents favored the boys for education  

and did not want to consider educating their daughters. You won’t believe 

just how many people now come to our school with their daughters,  

saying, “We heard that you give scholarships for educating girls. Would 

you please admit my daughter to your school?”  —Prakash



2014 Finances

Over 90% of the funds that we raise  

are applied to projects and services  

that directly benefit the mountain  

communities in the Indian Himalayas.

HEF	is	a	non-profit	volunteer-based	organization	registered	under	Section	(501)(c)	(3)	of	the	
Internal Revenue Service.  Your contributions are tax-deductible under U.S. tax regulations.

2014 Income for HEF

2014 Expenses for HEF

Total Assets as of December 2014: $15,144

Total Liabilities as of December 2014: $0

2014 Graduates
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Anish Mangal 
The Himalayan Education Foundation is 
thrilled to welcome Anish Mangal onto 
the HEF India Board. He brings expertise 
and enthusiasm and, as an Indian living 
in	India,	strengthens	our	organizational	
presence within the mountain communi-
ties where we work.

Anish is a graduate of the University of 
Michigan Ann Arbor’s Master of  
Entrepreneurship program and is working 
to create sustainable value in ed-tech 
through social entrepreneurship  
approaches in India. His primary interest 
is in using freely licensed technology to 
innovative and disruptive ends in  
education. For the past four years, he has 
been involved with the One Laptop Per 
Child/Sugarlabs projects, working in the 
field	in	Uruguay	and	Paraguay,	and	was	
closely involved with Australia’s One- 
Education program. He is also one of the 
early volunteer contributors to the School 
Server Community project. He helps run 
a small pilot project in a village called 
Bhagmalpur, near Varanasi. Recently he 
worked	to	organize	a	MOOC	(Massive	
On-line Open Course) for teachers and 
teacher-educators in the area of Open  
Educational Resources. He is facilitating 
the creation of an online state-funded 
Open Education repository containing 
multilingual digital content. 

HEF’s First Global Summit
 A team of HEF partners, advisers, volun-
teers, educators, community leaders, and 
trustees from both the U.S. and India met 
in Delhi in December 2014. The goal of the 
meeting was to strengthen our international 
team and use this “brain trust” to explore 
how to most effectively integrate our local, 
regional, national, and international resourc-
es. New relationships were formed, part-
nerships were leveraged, and talents were 
tapped in our lively exchanges.

Leaders from the Kumaon region described 
the challenges faced by their people. The 
team assessed the needs of the local com-
munities to determine how HEF can best 
contribute to meeting their needs.  This input 
affirmed	our	path	and	brought	innovations.	
It will serve as the foundation for HEF’s strat-
egy for the next few years.  

HEF will support traditional and alternative 
educational opportunities (such as vocation-
al training and a digital library at Himalayan 
Inter College). We will partner with a new 
school, Seedlings, in the village of Bala. 
The importance of livelihood opportunities 
for local women through textile crafts and 
learning programs was also reinforced. We 
are	all	refreshed	and	energized	by	this	dy-
namic collaboration!



Our Core Belief is that people prosper and  
flourish	in	strong,	sustainable	communities.		

Our Mission is to strengthen communities through education.

Our Model

• We focus on the empowerment of women and girls  
as the foundation of strong communities.

• We provide support for academic, technological,  
vocational, and life skills learning.

• We invest in the economic independence  
of people in the communities we work with.

• We develop deep, long-term commitments and  
relationships in our communities, learning from and  
partnering	with	local	organizations	and	leaders.

Himalayan Education Foundation 
49 Pine Street • Peterborough, NH, USA 03458

jay@himalayaneducation.org • +1 508-308-8245

Building Strong Communities  
Through Education

HIMALAYAN
EDUCATION FOUNDATION


